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EDI TORGOS RAMBLI NGS

Over the Bank Holiday weekend, we attended

the National Feast of Lanterns (NFOL) 2011 (the
Annual AGet Togethero o f
Caravanning Club). The first NFOL was held in

1921, when September meant the end of the

camping year. A Rear Admiral, who had served

in China remembered the paper lanterns that the

Chinese used on festival occasions, and this is

where the term N Fe ast of t he Lant e
. from.

. During the weekend, we broke the record for the
number of Robin Hoods in one place (everyone
- had to be Robin, no Maid Marians allowed!). The
record used to be 1019, but now stands at 1221!

R "% So, what has this to do with driving? On the
Saturday, we Went to Newark to do some shopping in the market.
Outside Ye Old Paper Shoppe (W H Smiths) we watched a Meter Maid
Marion doing her job. The area was pedestrianised, but a car was
parked outside the paper shop.

Al 6ve onl y b eermwaidthe drver,4ushing back.t

Al n that case, I w ishe Imust werk foryRohin Hodd f 6 s a
rather than the Sheriff of Nottingham! ) ut if Bsee you again, you will
get a ticket! o

He drove off, and she did not move, but got her camera out. 5 minutes
later, the same car came around the building and stopped in front of Ye
Old Paper Shoppe (in exactly the same place!).

Meter Maid Marian jumped out and took a photograph of the driver

through the open window, gave him a parking ticket and sai d A Got vye
s u n s h il thiekdhe got what he deserved, and she obviously did work

for the Sheriff!

| was disappointed that we did not see the IAM as one of the trade
stands 7 with over 2500 caravans, and hence at least 2500 drivers, it
might have been good publicity. The next one is in Stockton on Tees in
August 2012, so | wonot be offering t
behal f. We saw at | east one minor ndki
are driving a caravan, and are following a caravan, you can manage not
tohititt! ( They obviously didnoét readl2 he 10

Julie Hage
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Diary Dates

Observer Night
Wednesday 12"
October
8.00 pm start

Observer evenings are held in the
conference room off the main
reception at Police HQ in Enderby

Wednesday 19"
October

Group Night 1 Pat Doughty, IAM
Operations Director.

8.00 pm Foll owi ng T ¢éalkeayliering
the year, we have asked Pat to come
and talk to us about his proposals for
the IAM. We will be inviting IAM
Groups, both car and motorcycle, to
attend also. Should be an interesting

night!

Wednesday 16"
November 8.00 pm

Quiz i Fred Palmer and Ted Parton

Come and try your skills at our annual

quiz! Teams will be arranged on the
night!

Wednesday 21%
December 8.00 pm

Christmas Special T A talk on

AVul can to. t hBEhiSky

annual Christmas meeting, with a
buffet afterwards!

Wednesday 16"
January 2012

AGM; when hopefully our President
ACC Steph Morgan will also talk.
Remember to fill in your committee

nominations, to be found on pagel6.

Note: Club Nights are normally held in the amenities building,
Leicestershire Police HA, Enderby, LE19 2BX commencing at 8.00
pm on the third Wednesday of every month (unless otherwise
indicated). Observer nights are held in the Conference Room, off
Main Reception

The venue (and the Group) welcomes less-able visitors. Club
nights are open to members of the public, group members and
associates. Attendance is free T however, raffle prizes are always
welcome!
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Welcome to the following new Group Associates
Janine Clarke from Oadby
Peter Borrell from Ashby de la Zouch
Mark Moss from Glenfield
Richard Bolam from Wymeswold
Chris Bradley from Thorpe Astley
Joseph Stafford from Harby, Melton Mowbray

Congratulations to the following who have recently
passed the Advanced Test é .

Lorraine Lovett assisted by Bill Holland
Khalid Gil assisted by Fred Palmer

Khalid Gil receiving his
IAM certificate from
Examiner Peter Phillips

Newsletter

We often get items which we would like to circulate to the membership
between the newsletter publication dates. If you would like to receive
these items, would you please email me on juliehage44@hotmail.com
This will not replace the newsletter, which will continue to be produced
and posted every two months and you can unsubscribe at any time.

Final date for receipt of items for the December/January newsletter is
16th November 2011. If you do not wish photographs to appear in the
newsletter or on the website i please tell us!

5
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MEMBERSOG NEWS AND LETTERS

UNDER 17 DRIVING SCHOOL

You may be interested to know of the
School 0. Shortly to become a regi st

safety and driving initiative for 13 to 16 year olds in Leicestershire.

The events are organised and ran by a group of DSA approved driving
instructors whose sole purpose is to reduce the number of accidents on
our roads today.

For details please see www.underl7drivingschool.co.uk

(Edi t or 6 sLeicestetsiire County Council also offers pre-driver
introductory one-day courses; see http://www.tjunction.org.uk for details)

-000-
THANKS!

Just a quick mail to let you know | passed my test yesterday (17" August
2011) with Derrick Clements, test examiner.

| just would like to say that Bill Holland is an amazing observer, so
concise, patient and such a pleasant man to know.

| wish him every success in becoming a senior observer, if that is his
aim?

Myself, | would like to further my driving, and become an observer one
day.

However, | am aware there is a long way for me to go, before | reach
that ambition.!

Lorraine Lovett

( Ed 0 s Invid pass your details to Steve, as a potential observer!)
-00o0-

COMMITTEE MEMBER

Committee member Julia Malkin has resigned from the committee due to
pressure of university work. We wish you luck with your PhD Julia.

We will be needing new committee members at the AGM, and you will
see there is a nomination form printed at page 16. This does not involve
a lot of time T our committee meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of each month, and there might be one to two hours work involved also.
If you wish to know more, please talk to one of the committee.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

| think that most members of the Group will appreciate the importance
thatdés attached to the driver coachir
mean those whohave got in touch with us and
For Life scheme as new Associates.

Now, thereds been some discussion nat
changes which may be taking place regarding new qualifications for our

Observers 1 the idea being that different levels may be recognised with

an NVQ-linked grading. As | write this, the situation seems to be that a

new | AM Member having passed the | AM
trainee Observer would be Level 2, Qualified Observer Level 3, and a

Seni or Observer Level 4 . Goi ng on to
Assessment (which may be renamed to s
may also be a requirement for Senior Observers i who may then be

eligible for Level 5.

Its early days yet as far as this scheme goes i and | can see there could
be both advantages and disadvantages for Observers. | know that a
number hold the view that we do observing as volunteers, and that the
need for qualifications of any sort would take the fun and interest away
fromtherhob by. Ot her s, however, feel t hat
(to borrow the armyés sl ogan); and wol

Leicester Group, like many others, has recognised the need for some
creative thought about ways in which we can maintain Observe r s 6
interest as well as their coaching hours i and we will be addressing this

at Octoberdos Committee Meeting. | AMG s
afterwards, and our next Observetsod E
October; so we may be abletogive you al | the | atest r

certainly keen to encourage everyone to take part in Regional Observer

Training days, whenever they are held 7 and have just had an offer to

host the next one accepted in princip
IAM Staff Examiner) and Terry Towler (Regional Co-Ordinator). This

should be sometime in the spring.

Meanwhi | e, | 6d be very i nt eiradmittedlyd t o |
sketchy i possible changes to observer qualifications as we know them

at present. We may also be able to get an update from Pat Doughty i

| AM6s Oper at i wherswe Meet lene ds @ur speaker on 19"

October. Please do your best to come along and ask some burning

questions!

David Hage
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PAST MEETINGS AND EVENTS

GRAEME BAXTER i VOSA i WEDNESDAY 16" AUGUST

Graeme Baxter spoke to us about VOSA or
the Vehicle Operator Services Agency, where
he has worked as a senior vehicle examiner
for 11 vyears, prior to which he was an
international HGV driver. A vehicle examiner
needs no mechanical background as he is
concerned mainly with vehicle functions,
weight etc, and will driver licencing, hours,
tachograph examination etc.

VOSA oversee (but do not carry out) 21,000
independent garages undertaking MoT testing
of cars, vans and motorcycles. Last year,
93,000 bike tests were carried out, and
26,000,000 cars, LGV and minibuses. The
data is put straight on line by MoT centres and ANPR (automatic number plate
recognition) checks can detect immediately if vehicles have valid MoT
certificates, tax and insurance.

27% of motorway incidents involve HGVs. We were horrified to learn that
there is a 30% failure rate for HGVs on their MoTs! This rises to 50% of
foreign vehicles, who are checked at the roadside. In most cases, a
prohibition order is given, delayed for between 2 and 5 days to allow fixing of
the vehicles.

This was a very interesting talk,
by a knowledgeable and
amusing person! He had some
excellent  photographs and
videos of what can i and does i
go wrong. He also reminded
everyone that it is necessary to
keep your vehicle to a standard
higher than that required for the
MoT test 1 a garage offering
Aservicing to MoT
be doing you no favours!

For futher information, go to www.business.link.gov.uk/transport
Julie Hage
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VISIT TO COUNTESTHORPE GARDEN CENTRE |
WEDNESDAY 21°" SEPTEMBER 2011

For a change, we visited the speaker 1 well
24 of us visited Countesthorpe Garden Centre
for a talk by Bernard and dinner provided by
Fred and JeainJane. daugh

Bernard (left)told us the history of garden
centresit how t hey had sta
as an extension of nurseries, becoming
purpose-b ui It cent r e andtoday
offering a range of products, not necessarily
just plants! Most purchases are impulse-buys
(a plant is a want, not a need); and garden
centres are at their busiest when the sun is
shining (which shows we are fair-weather

gardeners).

A variety of main courses; together with puddings and refreshments
were served by Jane 1 if you like big portions, this is the place to go!

After being fully refreshed,
Bernard gave us a talk on
the plants that we grow
and points we did not
know!. 80% of all plants
are brought on impulse.
The biggest production of
baytrees in Europe is
Belgium; 95% of outdoor
plants are actually UK
grown, and 1 females
aged 37 7 47 are the most
important customers (men buy what they are told, not what they want to
purchase!)

Do you know the difference between Violas, panolas and pansies? If
you had come to the talk, you would do! We finished with an interesting
talk on what we should be planting now; and how gardens have grown
smaller over the years, necessitating more hardier varieties of apricots,
peaches and nectarines, and dwarf varieties, which is what people now
want.

For information, go to www.glebegardencentre.co.uk/ - and thanks Fred
and Jean, for organising this event!.

ter

rted

t he

]
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REGIONAL TRAINING TEAMS FOR NEW AND EXISTING
OBSERVERS

The team is structured to cope with providing training at Regional
Training days and also for anyone who would like additional training
before taking the soon to be announced Special Test.

| can only advise that it is sensible to get training if you do intend to take
the new test so that you know what the Staff Examiners' are looking for.
The detail of this new product, including its name, is still under
discussion although marking will be the same as the current Special
Assessment but obviously with a pass/fail result.

Trevor Dickenson and the RGC's identified a number of people, either
current or previous Police Class 1 trainers, that we are extremely lucky
to have in our Region, to provide training to the new '‘Mentors' as they
are will be known.

The full details of how the test will operate and how to contact the
Mentors will be advised in due course but you will be able to approach
any Mentor for assistance. Details of the mentoring teams will be
available from David Hage, Alan Griffin or Steve Heggs. However, both
David Hage and Neil Snow have been included in the Regional Training
Team.

Terry Towler
-000-
REMINDERS FOR NEW ASSOCIATES

When you join the Group, you will be allocated an observer to help you
prepare for the test.

These are members of the public, who - like yourself,- originally took the
advanced driving test. Having decided that they would like to help
others, they then received extra training to be able to offer guidance,
rather than instruction. Many hold full-time jobs, and a few will also hold
instructor qualifications.

However, gui dance I S undertaken
(which may not necessarily be Sunday mornings). This is also in line
with the tests, which are offered Monday to Friday and Saturday
mornings as there is not enough traffic around to offer tests on a
Sunday.

If your observer is unable to offer you a time convenient to yourself,
please contact the observer co-ordinator, Steve Heggs on 07967
181741 and he will reallocate you. Similarly, if you lose touch with your

10
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observer, or would like to discuss anything relating to your observed
runs, please talk to Steve.

Because of our on-going training, you may find that your observer
occasionallyr equests that someone §fthsis
not to check on you, but to be
standard remains at that required by the IAM and the Group.

Our observers undertake the work completely voluntary, and
receive no payment at all for doing this important role. All we ask
Is that you arrive on time for appointments, and let your observer
know if you are unable to attend at any time.

-000-
LUDICROUS LAWSI!

1. ltisillegal to die in the Houses of Parliament .
It is an act of treason to place a postage stamp bearing the British
king or queen's image upside-down.

3. ltis illegal for a woman to be topless in Liverpool except as a clerk
in a tropical fish store.

4. Eating mince pies on Christmas Day is banned.

5. If someone knocks on your door in Scotland and requires the use of
your toilet, you are required to let them enter.

6. In the UK a pregnant woman can legally relieve herself anywhere
she wants, including in a policeman's helmet.

7. The head of any dead whale found on the British coast
automatically becomes the property of the King, and the tail of the
Queen.

8. Itis illegal not to tell the tax man anything you do not want him to
know, but legal not to tell him information you do not mind him
knowing.

9. It is illegal to enter the Houses of Parliament wearing a suit of
armour .

10. Itis legal to murder a Scotsman within the ancient city walls of York,
but only if he is carrying a bow and arrow.

Taken from
http://liberalengland.blogspot.com/2007/11/britains-10-
most-ludicrous-laws.html

11
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AN EXAMINER SPEAKS

Four down and at leasttwotogo, and as yet lamhhate endt
mail!
Unt i | the | AM publiiPads &aur Advasceddmwimg 6 b i b |

Test, (and later superseded in 2007 by 'How to be a Better Driver' ) 1 the
bi bl e for advanced dri ver si Readsraft he Pol

| learnt by the ten commandments of motoring contained within that
manual but | feel they have disappeared with the annals of time T until
now, | 6ve resurrected them. Here t hey

1. Perfect your Roadcraft

Roadcraft includes every aspect of driving and can be acquired
only be a systematic approach to hazards and constant application
of the basic rules. Good roadcraft enables a driver to avoid
awkward and possibly dangerous situations. It not only prevents
collisions but also makes driving less arduous.

Use your skill to keep out of trouble.
2. Drive with deliberation and overtake as quickly as possible

Good driving demands continual planning and correct decisions
which must be put into operation with deliberation. There is no
place for the half-hearted manoeuvre born of doubt or uncertainty.
If it is not completely safe it should not be attempted at all.

Overtaking should always be completed in the minimum of time to
leave the road clear for approaching or following vehicles.

Deliberation eliminates uncertainty. When safe, go!
3. Develop car sense and know the capabilities of your vehicle

Car sense is the ability to get the best from the vehicle without
jerks or vibration. Before a strange vehicle is driven fast the driver
should accustom himself to its controls, acceleration and braking
capabilities and handling characteristics. Never expect more from
them than they are able to give. Vehicles, like drivers, have their
limitations.

Driver and vehicle must blend to ensure skilful driving
4. Give proper signals, use the horn and headlights thoughtfully

Use the signals given in the Highway Code. An ambiguous signal
Is misleading and dangerous. Use of the horn is a form of
signalling much neglected by some and overdone by others. It
should be used as a person would use his voice, neither

12
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aggressively nor rudely. Flashing the lights is an efficient form of
signalling at night and on fast roads.

Give good signals in good time
. Concentrate all the time to avoid collisions

Concentration is the keystone of good driving. It is a primary duty
but often a neglected one. Complete concentration will ensure that
every detail is observed. It is often the smallest detail that gives
the clue to what is about to happen. If it is missed a collision, or
least an unpleasant experience, may result.

Concentration assists observation
. Think before acting

The good driver makes progress so smoothly and with so little
apparent fuss or effort that to the uninitiated he appears to respond
to situations automatically. Nothing could be farther from the truth.
The fact is that by continuous concentration and thought he has
raised his driving to a fine art.

Every hazard and driving operation presents problems which can
only be solved by thinking. A thoughtful driver applies the
appropriate features of the System, carries out every operation
and manoeuvre in plenty of time and consequently is always in the
right place at the right moment.

Think and avoid collisions
. Exercise restraint and hold back when necessary

To hold back is to follow a vehicle at a safe distance until the road
and traffic conditions allow it to be overtaken. This will call for
restraint especially when in a hurry. Overtaking, or any other
manoeuvre, must never be attempted unless it can be completed
with 100 per cent safety. Collisions are caused because a
situation has been wrongly assessed.

Whenever in doubt, wait
. Use speed intelligently and drive fast only in the right places

High speeds are safe only when a clear view is available for a
considerable distance and there is time to assess each hazard as
it appears, but speed at all times must be related to the view.
Safety with speed depends largely upon the ability to recognise
danger and to slow down in good time.

Any fool can drive fast enough to be dangerous

13
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9. Corner with safety

Driving around a curve demands the application of the principles
for cornering and a thorough knowledge of the forces acting on the
vehicle. The most common faults are entering too fast or
accelerating before the exit is clearly seen.

Lose your speed or lose the car
10.Know the Highway Code and put it into practice.

The Highway Code sets out rules for safety on the road. A failure

to observe them could establish liability in any legal proceedings.

The rul es mu s t be known and compl i
behaviour is to be beyond reproach and before he can presume to

advise others. The Highway Code urges all to be courteous. A

good driver goes farther and acknowledges the courtesies

extended to him.

Drive according to the Highway Code and you will drive safely

Think about these points carefully, they all make perfect sense. Abide
by them and your driving will be much improved. Driving is a continual
learning curve, whenever you are driving you should be aiming to
improve.

Remember 1 Skill with Responsibility (heard that somewhere before?)
Peter Phillips 7 your friendly examiner
LAUGHTER TIME!

This is it friends, if these ideas don't solve your problems, nothing
will!

1. Avoid cutting yourself when slicing vegetables by getting someone
else to hold the vegetables whilst you chop.

2. Avoid arguments with the females about lifting the toilet seat by using
the sink.

3. A mouse trap placed on top of your alarm clock will present you from
rolling over and going back to sleep after you hit the snooze button.

4. You only need two tools in life i WD40 and duct tape. | f It does
move and shoul d, use the WD40,; f0t
duct tape.

5. | f you canoét fix 1t with a hammer,

Deborah Brooksbank

14
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OBSERVING TEAMS

You may find that the observer allocated is not necessarily the person
closest to you. The boundaries are for observer training and record-
keeping only.

North & East Team i Syston/Melton.Loughborough/Oakham

Team Leader Peter French Senior Observer
Roger Ewens Senior Observer
Derek Brutnell Qualified Observer
Tony Moore Qualified Observer
lan Robinson Qualified Observer
Mike Bogwandas Qualified Observer

South West Team i Hinckley/Broughton Astley/Narborough

Team Leader David Hage Senior Observer
Bill Holland Qualified Observer
Mike Vernon Qualified Observer
Darryl Hart Qualified Observer

South Team i_Market Harborough/Oadby/Countesthorpe/Blaby

Team Leader Steve Heggs Senior Observer
Neil Snow Senior Observer
Linda Hollingworth Qualified Observer
Peter Radcliffe Qualified Observer
Fred Palmer Qualified Observer
Andrew Gleadall Observer

If you have a query regarding observing or your observer, please
contact Steve Heggs, the Observer Co-ordinator, on 07967 181741
or email steve@dheggs.orangehome.co.uk

THANKS

Our thanks go to the following, who have also helped us with observing
during the past years:- Mac Stowe, Julia Malkin, George Woodward, Ted
Parton, and Carl Watson.

| F YOU NEED TO CONTACT | AM HOUSE

New contact details for IAM House have been sent to us. If you need to
contact IAM House in the future, the telephone number is now 0208 996
9753 and the email for all enquiries is support@iam.org.uk. You are
requested not to use personal email addresses as they will not be
monitored if that person is not in the office. | am told that a team of
people will be monitoring these contact points.

15
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LEICESTER GROUP of ADVANCED MOTORISTS

NOTICE of ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

WEDNESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2012
LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE HEADQUARTERS, ENDERBY
COMMENCING AT 8.00 PM

The meeting is open to all, but only paid-up full members
of the Leicester Group are eligible for nomination to stand
for any position on the committee, or to propose or second
a candidate on the nomination form. Also only full
members may vote at the meeting.

Further information or queries relating to the A.G.M should
be addressed to the Group Secretary Alan Griffin
(alan.g.griffin@btinternet.com) by the first week in January
2012

NOMINATION FORM

(Please complete this form and return it to the secretary by the first
week in January) You must be a full, paid-up member of both the
IAM and the Leicester Group to complete any section below.

If you wish to stand for any specific officer role please specify
which (BLOCK CAPITALS). (One form per officer role please)

| wish to stand for a position on the Leicester Group
Committee

POSITION
CANDIDATE NAME

SIGNATURE
PROPOSED
BY SIGNATURE
SECONDED
BY SIGNATURE
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